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THE WORLD SUBDUED BY FAITH. 


“ And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”—1. Jobn, v. 4. 


To a mind unaccustomed to reflect upon the vast, and almost crea- 
tive energies of its own powers, a simple statement of what a man, 
ander the government of a strong ruling passion, may effect, is incredi- 
ble. And when we narrate to such a mind what men so governed 
have done, if it regards us not as dealing in the fictitious and marvel- 
lous, it is yet impressed with the idea, that the individuals we instance 
were possessed of superhuman powers and endowments, which render 
them unfit examples for the imitation of the race. And yet a ruling 
passion only combines and concentrates upon one object, the powers 
of the mind, which, without such an object, are neither excited nor con- 
centrated. And whilst we no more believe that God makes men men- 
tally, than he does physically, alike, we yet do believe that very much 
of the excess of difference observable in the past and present genera- 
tions of men, is owing mainly to the exciting and combining influence 
of a ruling passion, which; bringing all] the powers of the mind to 
bear on one object, and keeping them there, enabled its possessors to 
inscribe their names in letters of light, and as enduring as the sun, 
upon the rock for ever. The rays of light as they fall naturally from 
the sun, excite no peculiar attention ; but when collected by a burning 
glass to a focal point, they will melt the hardest substance. The 
notes which compose the thunder will, singly, not disturb the slumbers 
of an infant, but when concentrated, they burst upon the world in one 
peal, they cause the earth to tremble. And so the different powers of. 
the mind may expend their strength, each on their object, without ex- 
citing any attention whatever; but when aroused and centered on 
one object, they excite the admiration of the world by their wonderful 
achievements. And this is equally true, whether the objects selected 
be bad or good. 

In illustration of all this, may we not ask, what feats has not ava- 
rice a¢complished when it subdued to its own base purposes the dif- 
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ferent powers of the mind? It has submitted to all manner-of selt- 
denial—and ‘has suffered all manner of evil for the simple and silly 
purpose of possessing money. To gain its object, it caused its posses- 
sor, “ first to starve in this world, and then to submit to be damned in 
that to come.” And what has not ambition accomplished? Let the 
life and history of Alexander and Buonaparte answer. When the 
wearing of the tiara was the highest earthly distinction, there was a 
certain man who resolved at all hazards to be pope. This was his 
ambition. He became a priest, a friar. He submitted to the most 
.awful mortifications, and for years successively. His fame spread 
far and wide. He was raised to the office of cardinal, but his 
penances were not a whit abated. A vacancy occurring in the-chair 
of St. Peter, he was elected pope. And from that hour until the day 
of his death, he was as open and as gross a profligate as the world ever 
saw. His ruling passion, in order to obtain its object, restrained and 
confined to his own bosom his fiery and corrupt propensities ; but when 
obtained, and the restraining motive was withdrawn, they burst forth 
like a volcano. It was their love for science and learning and dis- 
covery, that enabled a Boyle to grasp the impassive air, and a Newton 
to tell the strength of the unseen chains that link the planets in their 
orbs; and a Greenfield, without teachers, and almost without time, at 
the age of twenty-seven years, to master upwards of twenty languages ; 
and a Columbus, amid difficulties almost appalling, to prosecute to 
completion the discovery of this Western Continent. 

But great as have been and now are the achievements of these 
ruling passions, and others that might be named, the strongest princi- 
ple known to the human heart is faith in God. This is the grand 
triumphant principle, which, in the language of our text, “ overcometh 
the world.” Military heroes have won for themselves unfading laurels 
in conquering kingdoms, in building up for themselves thrones and 
empires. But the conquests even of the greatest of them were but 
partial, and confined to a small portion of the earth. But the con- 
quests of faith are universal. The conquerors whose name and fame 
the historic muse has recorded and sung, whilst conquerors abroad, 
were slaves at home ; and whilst lording it over the nations were slaves 
to their own lusts ; but faith commences its conquests at home, and 
follows them up and follows them out until it has overcome the world. 
“ This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” So 
that of all the ruling passions or principles that occupy the human 
bosom, that collect up the affections, and passions, and powers of the 
mind, and turn their concentrated force to the obtaining of one object, 
faith in God is the strongest. This is plainly the sentiment of our 
text. And our object in the present discourse 1s, 


I. To ExpLain To you wuaT Faitu Is. And 
II. To sHow you How IT OVERCOMES THE WorLD. 
Fisst. WE ARE TO EXPLAIN TO You wuaT FaiTH Is. 


This we will do as briefly as possible, as the overcoming power of 
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faith is the emphatic idea of our text, and as our object is to make it 
the same in this discourse. 

As you may all know, the Scriptures speak of various kinds of faith. 
There is a historical faith, which is simply a conviction that the Bible 
is true,—there is a temporary faith, which, like Jonah’s gourd, appears 
for a little time and then vanishes away ;—there was a miraculous faith 

ranted to the Apostles to work miracles for the confirmation of the 

ospel. By this Judas cast out devils, and yet he was a devil himself. 
Faith in all these senses we may possess, and yet be destitute of that 
which unites to Christ. So that in addition to these there is a justify- 
ing faith, called by the Apostle (Col. ii. 12) “the faith of the opera- 
tion of God.” This consists in believing “on the words of the Son 
of God.” Its object is Christ crucified—Christ lifted up on the cross 
—and it implies the reliance and dependance of the soul on him for 
salvation, and the renunciation of our own righteousness as affording 
the least foundation for hope. Such is faith. 

Here, as all will see, are interests of eternal importance involved. 
The subject of this justifying faith sees that he is to live for ever and 
under the wrath of Almighty God, and that the only way of escape 
from that wrath is through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Christ he 
also sees that he may arise to glory, honor, immortality and eternal 
life in heaven. In the full expectation of the blessings promised in 
the Gospel, he fixes his mind and his dependance upon Christ; he 
follows him in all the ways of obedience, and esteems all things as 
dross and as dung that he may win Christ, and be found of him even- 
tually prepared for the inheritance of the saints in light. And he 
would trample upon the glory of universal empire if opposed to his 
spiritual and eternal interests. 

The great truths of religion, through faith, exert the same influence 
upon the mind as if they were perceived by the senses. It considers 
them as realities, and is suitably affected by them. Yes, such is the 
assurance which faith gives of the existence and magnitude of eternal 
things, that they often make a stronger impression on the minds of 
believers than is made by things visible and present. Hence, they 
renounce the pleasures of sin for the happiness promised by religion ; 
they abandon the world as their portion in the expectation of the hea- 
venly inheritance And the sacrifices which believers have often made 
and now do make, of ease, honor, wealth, friends, and even of life, are 
obvious and tangible proofs of the mighty power of faith. These are 
the trophies which adorn its triumphs. “ This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” 

Faith is the gift of God ; is the effect of the exceeding greatness of 
his power. The spirit enlightens the mind, subdues the will, which, 
like a garrison, holds out against God, and, with a sweet violence, con- 
quers and changes it ; makes the sinner willing to have Christ on any 
terms, to be ruled by him as well as saved by him. What gold is 
among the metals, faith is among the graces, the most precious of them 
all. Indeed, the other graces have been called the daughters of faith. 
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In heaven, love will be the chief grace, but here faith is the primary 
one. Love is the crowning grace in heaven, but faith is the conquer- 
ing grace on earth; and where there is no conquering there is no 
crowning. When faith once gains possession of the mind and soul it 
brings up a great many auxiliaries to its aid. It causes love to burn 
with a flame so intense as that nothing can quench it. Many waters 
cannot quench love. And faith worketh by love. And itexcites hope, 
if not the strongest, yet the most enduring passion of our nature. Hope 
paints upon the darkest cloud of adversity a bow of promise of future 

rosperity and happiness. And faith calls up patience of endurance. 

e are commanded to “ be followers of those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises.” Faith believes the glorious rewards . 
given to suffering. This makes the soul patient in suffering. Thus, if 
we may So express ourselves, faith is the main-spring, or the master 
wheel which sets all the other graces in motion. It makes things un- 
seen and eternal the grand objects of human pursuit. It connects with 
Christ and secures his almighty aid in all its conflicts. It summons up 
to its aid every power of the mind and every affection of the heart, 
and gives new strength and courage to them all. It reckons that the _ 
sufferings of this present life are not worthy to be compared with the 

lory which it is seeking. And without the least dismay it opposes 
itself to the world, and overcomes it. 

We proceed. 


SeconpLy. ‘To sHOW YOU HOW IT OVERCOMES THE WorLD. 


By “the world,” in our text, must be meant, of course, the influence 
of worldly motives and considerations ; the opposition, of whatever 
kind, which the world presents. Every individual born of God is in 
conflict with the world; that is, with its enticements, and evil exam- 
ples, and temptations, and opposition. All these things, and all simi- 
ar things, are comprehended under the name “ world.” By a figure 
of speech it is sometimes put for unrenewed and wicked persons; as 
when the Saviour says, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you.” And by a figure of speech it is also put for 
sensyal lusts and fm for the riches, honors, and dignities of the 
world. As when John says, “love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world.” But in our text all these things, and all other 
things which oppose themselves to the eternal interests of man, are in- 
cluded, and faith is said to overcome them all. And now as to the how 
it gains such a victory. 


I. Faith purifies the heart from those lusts and affections through 
which the world usually obtains dominion over us. The first synod of 
the Christian Church was called in Jerusalem, for the purpose of set- 
tling the controversy which arose as to whether the Gentiles should be 
circumcised before their reception into the fellowship of the saints. 
Peter takes the ground that they should not, and for the reason that 
God bestowed upon Jews and Gentiles alike the Holy Ghost ; purify- 
ing their hearts by faith. (Acts xv. 9.) And he rightly argued that, 
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where God makes no difference, we should not. The point, however, 
to which we wish to draw your attention, is the purifying influence 
which he ascribes to faith : “ Purifying their hearts by faith.” 
Destitute of faith, we are under the influence of that evil trinity, the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. There is, 
that in our hearts upon which temptations from all these sources act, 
and through which they control us. Were it not for that thing in our 
hearts, these temptations would be powerless. Angels are entirely 
unaffected by the temptations and seductions which destroy men ; and 
for the reasons that, in their holy natures, there is nothing upon which 
they can act. It is obvious, therefore, that, in the proportion our 
natures are freed from that thing upon which these act, we will 
be as unaffected by them as are angels. And one of the effects of 
faith is to purify the heart from that very thing. Faith is, in the soul, 
as fire among metals; it refines and purifies. The heart which, like 
the disturbed ocean, is ever casting up mire and dirt, is a stranger to 
faith. Faith is a heavenly plant that will not grow in an impure soil. 
Christ is its object,.and it changes the soul into the image of Christ. 
A person deformed may look on a beautiful object without becoming 
beautiful ; but faith, fixed upon Christ, transforms a man into his 
similitude. Looking on a bleeding Christ, begets a bleeding heart,— 
on a holy Christ, begets a holy heart,—on an humble Christ, begets an 
humble heart. As the cameleon is said to partake of the color of that 
upon which it is looking, so faith, looking on Christ, begets a moral 
likeness to Christ. And by thus purifying the heart from those lusts 
and affections which are native to it, the agents through which the 
world governs us are removed, and it has no longer dominion over us. 
But this is only driving the world from the heart, its strongest fortress ; 


and whilst this is a wonderful gain upon its power, it has yet to be 
subdued. 


Il. By faith we are led to entertain right views of the world. It is 
by putting on false disguises, and by making false pretences, that the 
world deceives even its own votaries. Deceived by their deceitful 
hearts worldly men call the evil good and the good evil; they put 
darkness for light and light for darkness. And whilst thus deceived, 
they are out in the pursuit of the world as if it were the chief 
But one of the immediate effects of faith is, to take off this false dis- 
guise from the world, and to reveal its true character; and to open 
the eyes to a perception of that character. When this is done, the 
charm is dissolved. The world is now seen in its true colors, and its 
controlling influence is gone. 

Faith is the Christian’s telescope, through which he views things 
here and hereafter. Through it he plainly sees the infinite importance 
of things unseen and eternal above those which are seen and temporal, 
and the latter he counts as dross, that he may gain the former. A 
candle is welcomed as a great light by the man in a dungeon; it is 
only an encumbrance to a man walking in the light of the sun. And 
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such are the motives which earth presents to the man who, by faith, 
has gained right views of eternity. So infinitely below the heavenly 
do all earthly motives fall, that they scarcely receive consideration. 
The treasures of earth are all failing; the pleasures of earth are all 
‘unsatisfying. The honors of earth are but as the flowers of grass. 
And we ourselves are passing away from earth with the rapidity of 
the shooting star, which begins and ends its career almost within the 
same moment. And all this whilst the treasures and pleasures of 
heaven are enduring, and its life of ceaseless fruition as abiding as is 
the throne of God. Now, all this faith clearly and fully reveals to its 
possessor. And, hence, faith deprives the motives which the world 
presents of all power to influence ; and if our former position drove 
the world from its strong fortress—the heart, this renders the weapons 
with which it afterwards annoys, powerless to hurt, and its seductive 
arts too weak to influence. This is a still further advance upon the 
world ; but yet it has to be subdued. 


Ill. Faith overcomes the whole array of worldly motive and tempta- 
tion. It fixes its eye upon the recompense of reward, and it carves its 
way through the whole array of worldly influences which rise up to 
arrest its progress to the possession of that reward. To place this 
great idea before you we must descend to particulars. 

What more alluring than the honors of the world ;—and what lust 
exerts so powerful a sway as the burning ambition to attain them! 
What shipwreck has it made of character, peace, fortune ; what oceans 
of blood has it shed! What fruitful plains has it converted to deserts ! 
And yet faith has regarded the objects of this ambition as baubles too 
worthless for her to stoop to. ‘By faith Moses when he was come to 
years refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; ehoosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
sures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt.” Here, then, is faith trampling 
upon the lust of empire, and rejecting the most brilliant crown in the 
known world, because it came up in competition with the crown of 

lory. 

. And, in like manner, it has overcome the frowns and flatteries of the 
world. How often has principle been yielded in preference to bearing 
the frowns and persecutions of those above us. How few, in the pre- 
sence of power and authority, ever have a mind of their own, when 
acting up to their most solemn convictions of right would expose to 
danger. What sacrifice of principle is there everywhere to frowns 
and to fears! But look at Joseph in the palace of Potiphar, and amid 
the courtof Pharaoh! Witness the triumph of Daniel’s faith in the 
court of Babylon, and that of his three companions, when the den of 
lions and the burning furnace were to be the rewards of its actin 

When the command of the king was upon them to bow down to the 
ido] set up, and the burning furnace was threatened as the punishment 


of their refusal, their faith in God enabled them to reply, “ O king, we 
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are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thy hand.” Here, again, is faith tram- 
pling on the frowns and the flatteries of the world, and triumphing over 
them. It fears the anger of God incurred in swerving from the right 
so much more than the wrath of man in doing right ;—it so estimates 
the divine approbation in abstaining from the wrong above the world’s 
favor in doing the wrong, that it clings to the right and rejects the 
wrong at all hazards. Through frowns aud flatteries it holds on the 
even tenor of its way. 

Faith is even a stronger principle than the love of life itself. This 
love is proverbially the strongest principle native to the human bosom. 
What will not,a man give in exchange for his life? What sacrifice 
is unwillingly made to preserve it? And yet faith, realising that lay- 
ing down life for the sake of Christ and the Gospel is the way to save 
it, cheerfully meets death when obedience requires it. Indeed, until 
we hate life itself, that is, until we esteem its continuance far less than 
we do obedience to Christ, we cannot be his disciples. How cheer- 
fully Daniel went to the den of lions, and the three Hebrew youths to 
the furnace, rather than deny God. Paul counted not his own life 
dear that he might win Christ. Apostles, prophets, martyrs, confessors, 
to plant the cross amid the wilds of superstition, endured all manner 
of hardships, and freely poured out their blood like water. They had 
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and 
imprisonments ; they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were 
slain by the sword ; and amid the tortures of crucifixion and the stake, 
faith enabled them to rejoice that they were counted worthy to suffer 
for the sake of Christ. And here we see faith triumphing over the 
world, neeins its most fearful and deadly assaults with composure, 
and no more affected by them than is the ocean rock by the waves 
that dash and foam around it, and then go to sleep at its base. 

Taking faith to represent the new nature which is communicated in 
regeneration, we see that all in whom it is found are made by it vie- 
torious over the world. They overcome their natural love for its honor, 
riches, pleasures, decorations and friendships, and their natural fear of 
the frowns, and the contempt, and the rage of men. So strongly does it 
connect with God, so powerfully does it tend to holiness, so clear and 
far reaching are its judgments, so heavenly are its affections, that it 
prepares for submission to losses, for the exercise of self-denial, and 
for the enduring of afflictions in the cause of God. It teaches to dis- 
regard the maxims, fashions, customs and opinions of an ungodly 
generation. True, the conflicts of faith with a corrupt nature are fre- 
quently sharp ;—the new man may be at times cast down and over- 
come, and apparently slain; but the seed remaineth in him, and he 
rises again invigorated by the Spirit, and renews the conflict, and ob- 
tains the victory. So that to every individual who believes in Christ, 
the victory over the world is secured, unless the shield of faith can be 
torn away from him, and broken at his feet. 
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And has faith in any one recorded instance ever failed to overcome 

the world ultimately ? Search the records of the past for such an in- 
stance. You will find lapses, and dark hours, and fearful forebodings 
scattered through the lives of the faithful ; but can you find an instance 
of ultimate defeat? Ask the poe who lived in the infancy of 
our world—and the prophets who revealed to men the will of God— 
and the Apostles who went out to the battle with idolatry, not counting 
their lives dear, so that they might plant the cross amid the wilds of 
superstition ; and all these will say, with one heart and voice, “ this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” Ask the mar- 
tyrs and the confessors of every generation—the saints who held fast 
to their profession on the rack and in the furnace—the noble cham- 
pions who appeared in the days of a declining church, and at the price 
of their blood defended the pure doctrines of the Gospel ; and all these 
of whom the world was not worthy, will say with an emphasis as sin- 
cere as it is emphatic, “ this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith.” And a similar testimony comes up from thousands in 
the more private,walks of life, who, having taken Christ as their ever- 
lasting portion, and in dependence upon his might, have gone unob- 
trusively through duty and trial, and then lain down on a dying bed, 
and who, smiling amid the decayings of the body, have triumphantly 
exclaimed, “ I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith; and now de be unto God who hath given us 
the victory through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 

And faith in God is the same triumphant principle now that it has 
ever been. It has lost none of its power to overcome by use and ex- 
ercise. And it is now overcoming the world as gloriously (though less 
conspicu usly) as it did in the case of Moses, or of Daniel, or even of 
Paul. And were there another pen equally inspired and powerful to 
insert in the history of the Church, another such chapter as is the 
eleventh of Hebrews, there could be collected from the history of the 
Reformation, and from the history of modern missions, an array of holy 
men, who, when all circumstances are taken into consideration, fall, in 
the strength and the triumphs of faith, but little below the noble com- 
pany of worthies placed in such glorious array by the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. Wherein does a Luther, at Worms, fail in comparison with 
Moses under the frowns of Pharaoh—or with Joshua, contending with 
the Amalekites? Wherein do a Morrison anda Carey fall below 
Abraham in faith, who went out from his own country not knowing 
whither he went? And wherein do a Brainerd and a Martyn, all cir- 
cumstances considered, differ from a Paul or a Peter, in the actings of 
their faith? It is said, that before and after Agamemnon, there were 
greater heroes than he, but they had no Homer to sing their deeds in 
undying numbers ; and they are unnamed and unknown. And other 
things being equal, both before and since the Apostles, there were and 
have been triumphs of faith equal to theirs, but there was no inspired 

n to place them on an inspired page. And why should it not be so ? 
Sant faith the same principle now that it has ever been? Are not 
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its objects the same? And are not we all such as were Moses, and 
Daniel, and Paul, and the other worthies whose names adorn the 
records of the Church? And is not an opposing world the same in 
its oppositions? And why should the triumphs of faith materially 
differ? They do not differ except in their degrees. Oh, it is withering 
to the efforts of faith, and oe to all our spiritual powers, even 
to imagine that faith cannot accomplish now what it ever has; that it 
cannot triumph over the world now, as it ever hasdone. And as every 
victory gained by a general and his army only inspires their courage, 
and animates their hopes that in the next engagement they will be 
also successful ; so the successive victories obtained by faith over the 
world in all ages and countries, should only animate our valor and dis- 
sipate all fear-that the laurels of faith shall ever entwine and decorate 
the brows of the ‘vorld. 

Let us all then remember that heaven is the reward of victory—that 
victory supposes a conflict—that conflict supposes an enemy, and that 
that enemy is the world. And this is an omnipresent enemy, the per- 
fect master of all feints and disguises, and of all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness. But with the shield of faith we need not fear its 
attacks. This guards us on the right hand and on the left. If now 
overcome, it is because of the weakness of faith, and instead of givin 
over the battle as lost, cry to heaven for an increase of faith, and rise 
again to the combat. Let every day witness an increase of your faith, 
and a renewal of the battle. And soon, with the world under your 
feet, and the song of triumph on your lips, you will be enabled to say, 
“T have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith. Thanks be unto God who hath given me the victory through 
Jesus Christ my Lord.” And when the day of final reward has arrived, 


* Oh, that each in that day 
May be able to say, 
I have fought my way through, 
I have finish’d the work thou didst give me to do; 
Oh, that each from his Lord 
May receive the glad word, 
Well and faithfully done, 
Enter into my joys and sit down on my throne.” 
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TRUTH AND ITS TRIUMPHS, 


“ Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified, even as it is with you.”—2 Thess. iii. 1. 


In obedience to the call of the heavenly vision, the Apostle Paul had 
been into Macedonia, and stationed. himself at Thessalonica, the an- 
cient metropolis of that province. Here he had preached in his accus- 
tomed plainness and power “ the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.” 
Multitudes, guided by its hight, had emerged from the darkness of pa- 
gan idolatry. The sensualist had become chaste ; the inebriate tem- 
perate ; the covetous, munificent ; the proud, humble ; and the votary 
of idols, the worshipper of the living God. Under its power he had 
also seen the obdurate heart of the Jew break with penitence, and his 
faith and hope in the despised Nazarene confirmed. 

In view of the wonderful success of the Gospel among them, the 
Apostle commences his first epistle to them in —- of devout praise 
and thanksgiving : “ We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers: Remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith and labor of love, and patience ef hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the sight of God our Father: knowing, brethren 
beloved, your election of God ; for our Gospel came not unto you in 
word nt , but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assur- 
ance. So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia. For from you sounded out the word of the Lord, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place, your faith to God- 
ward is spread abroad.” 

Such were the triumphant effects of the Gospel preached to the Jews 
and idolators of Thessalonica. The Apostle having gathered them into 
a church, left them, and went out to publish the truth in other places. 
In this second epistle, sent to them from Athens, he solicits, among 
other things, their fervent prayers that the Gospel might have free 
course and be glorified, even as with them. Mark, he does not ask them 
to pray that the Gospel might have imparted to it any inherent power 
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which it did not already possess ; he only asks their prayers that the 
simple truth as committed to them by Christ might have free course— 
might run unobstructed—and its legitimate influence upon the hearts 
and lives of men would show itself to be glorious truth. Unhindered, 
its enlightening, renovating, transforming power upon the entire 
character and condition of man is as certain as the succession of light 
to the rising of the sun. It will carry along with itself convine 
proof of its divine original, and illumine its own course by its brilliant 
victories over every species of error and delusion. 

The sentiment of the text may therefore be embraced in these two 
propositions: The truth is glorified by its effects ; and its effects are 
commensurate with its opportunities to produce them. 


I. The truth is glorified by its effects. The unadulterated word of 
God is truth, and is that in which a heavenly mind takes peculiar de- 
light. Its moral beauty and sweetness find a corresponding affection 
in every holy and devout heart. Said the Psalmist concerning the 
statutes of the Lord, “ More to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey-comb.” 
“ O how love I thy law, it is my meditation all the day!” But this is 
a love of truth for its own sake, abstractly considered. We are in this 
discourse to contemplate it, as we do other objects, by its properties or 
effects. Viewed in this light, the word of the Lord is seen to be 
truly glorious. 

1. The truth is glorified by its effects on the community. It contem- 
plates men as social beings, and as such is adapted to all their wants, 
What community is so ignorant that it may not enlighten ? or so de- 
graded that it may not elevate ? or so lost in the general apostacy that 
it may not redeem and bless? Other expedients have been tried upon 
communities and nations, thus ignorant and degraded, and scarcely any 
redeeming power has been exerted. And the glorious effects of Gospel 
truth are best seen in contrast with the total inefficiency of these 
expedients. 

Civilisation has long been deemed by some to be fully adequate to 
relieve the community of its evils. But its conflict with them has only 
demonstrated its impotency. In spite of its influence, mankind have 
been ignorant of their highest good, and slaves to the worst passions 
of the human breast. It has not the power even to disinthral the 
mind from the worst forms of superstition and idolatry, as evinced in 
the ancient empires of the eastern world ; nor from the most flagrant 
violations of divine law and human rights, as seen to exist amid all the 
monuments of the most refined modern, civil, and social improvements. 
Al cultivation of the intellect, and a general diffusion of knowledge 
among the people, have been urged by many to be the only redeeming 
expedient that can raise a nation to its highest possible elevation. 
There is, if we mistake not, an overweening fondness, at the present 
day, of relying upon this expedient to cure the evils of society. Im- 
portant as general learning may be, it can never remedy the moral 
evils of the heart. Mere intellect has no moral characteristics, and 
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under its highest cultivation every species of licentiousness and crime 
have flourished. Again, in free institutions, others have thought that 
they had found a panacea for all the wrongs of the community. But sober 
facts will demolish all these creations of the fancy. Dear as civil and 
religious liberty may be, still we are made painbaliy to feel that a peo- 
ple in the full enjoyment of them may be subject to all the malign. in- 
fluence of party, and to the control of the basest passions of the hu- 
man heart; thus presenting the curious anomaly of external freedom 
with internal slavery. Others, again, boast of philosophy as adequate 
to reform a community. But here let Cicerospeak. “ Do you think,” 
says he, “ that those precepts of morality had any influence, except in 
a very few instances, upon the men who speculated, wrote, and dis- 
puted concerning them? No: who is there, of all the philosophers, 
whose mind and manners were conformed to the dictates of right rea- 
son? Who of them ever made his philosophy the law and rule of his 
life, and not merely an occasion of displaying his own ingenuity? On 
the contrary, many of them have been slaves to the vilest lusts.” And 
if philosophy failed to reform philosophers themselves, how wretched 
must have been the mass of the community on whom it shed no light! 
Others, again, discover a regenerating influence in the mechanic arts. 
The world is to be raised from its depressed state by steam power, to 
the great disparagement of Archimedes’s lever. But there is no rail- 
way to national prosperity, nor to morals, nor to the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Ah! say others, we have made the great discovery ; non-resist- 
ance, no-human government ; here is the wonderful, the long-sought 
catholicon! Pandora’s box rather, out of which are issuing a thousand 
nameless evils. Nor has the community found any relief in the various 
systems of infidelity. The horrid scenes of the French revolution, 
with their legitimate fruits of licentiousness, cruelty, and blood, are 
historical records, and no nation will ever again run the fearful hazard, 
by its legislative acts, of thrusting out the Bible, the Sabbath, and the 
God of heaven! Atheism and infidelity, instead of giving freedom 
and happiness to the French, only uncapped the volcano which poured 
its desolations over the land. Nothing healing, regenerating, and 
saving, has ever issued from these systems of human device. Nor is 
_ paganism any better. Idolatry is associated with nothing in principle 
but corruption, and nothing in practice scarcely but unutterable abomi- 
nations. As for Mahomedanism, it scarcely sheds one ray of rational 
hope for man. Its essential elements are sensuality,scorn, revenge, war. 
Of benevolence, kindness, and humanity, it knows comparatively no- 
thing. Thetrue condition of those countries that are cursed with Islamism, 
is the best illustration of its genius and legitimate infivence. Nor is there 
any hope from Romanism ; if any, the world would long ago have 
found it out. The past history of this politico-religious organization 
furnishes the best comment upon its present character and designs. It 
is enough for us to know that it is a medley of Paganism, Judaism, and 
Christianity corrupted : and hence unauthorized of Heaven, and inade- 
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quate to meet the wants of guilty, ignorant, fallen humanity. It is an 
old repudiated system, in its last struggles for existence, and its appa- 
rent revival at this time, like the dying spark, is only a premonition of 
its approaching end. And the community may look in vain for relief from 
Puseyism, which is Romanism in its second edition; or from Parker- 
ism, Unitarianism transcendentalized ; or from Universalism, fatalism 
refined ; or from Fourierism, Owenism sublimated ; or from Mormonism, 
human folly concentrated; or from any other ism that may rise up 
and float awhile like scum upon the surface of the community. 

Where, then, may society look for help? To the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, pure and unadulterated. Let it have free course, let it pervade 
the nation; let it come home to the bosoms and business of men ; 
let its doctrines and precepts, in their plainness and simplicity, be obey- 
ed by all, and the community would receive its highest possible elevation 
in all that is great and good. It is man’s bill of rights sent down to 
him from heaven, which appropriately secures to him every natural, 
moral, intellectual, civil, domestic, religious and immortal interest. It 
secures to individuals their rights and immunities, and all that purity, 
elevation, and refinement of character of which they are susceptible in 
this life, and ultimate alliance to angels in the world to come. Hence 
it must impart to the community, which iscomposed of individuals, a cor- 
responding elevation and refinement. It forms for it a correct con- 
science, gives sanction to its laws, aids in the administration of justice, 
fosters every humane and benevolent institution, aims at the emancipa- 
tion of the oppressed, and would secure to all the greatest possible 
amount of happiness. All this is implied in its divine origin. And 
hence, to doubt its competency to produce these blessed results, and re- 
sort to other expedients, is a virtual impeachment of the claims of the 
Gospel to divine authenticity. But give us the Gospel, the pure Gos- 
pel, THE WHOLE GospPEL, and its own brilliant conquests over sin, error, 
and superstition, will proclaim its heavenly birth, and its adaptedness 
to all the wants of man in his social relations. To admit its divine 
origin, and then call in question its efficacy to produce these results, is 
an implied impeachment of the wisdom and goodness of its Author. 

2. The truth of God is glorified by its effects upon the family com- 
pact. The domestic institution is from God. “He taketh the solit 
and setteth him in families.” And he designed that it should be the 
nursery of all the social and moral virtues, and where should commin- 
gle and flow out all the sweet charities of life. But the true source of 
domestic happiness is found in practical religion, and not in the flowery 
regions of the fancy. “ The secret of happiness lies folded up in the 
leaves of the Bible, and is carried in the bosom of religion.” In “ the 
word of the Lord” all the relative duties of husband and wife, parent 
and child, brother and sister, master and servant, are plainly taught 
and enforced. And where all the members of the household are ce- 
mented together by religious affection, and revolve harmoniously around 
one common centre of heavenly attraction, they attain to the highest 
degree of domestic felicity. The effect of the apostacy was to separate 
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mankind from God, and this prepared the way for disunion among 
themselves. The effect of the Gospel, attended by the Spirit, is first 
to unite them to God, and then to one another. Natural affection, 
cemented by the true spirit of Christianity, forms therefore the only 
proper basis of the family compact. What place this side of heaven 
more strikingly resembles it in blessedness, than a family thus united by 
love and sanctified by grace? The word of God inculcates the duty 
of family prayer. Accordingly, what scene is more morally beautiful 
than that where the father and mother gather about them their beloved 
offspring, read the inspired volume, unite in a sacred song of praise, in 
which perhaps infant voices sweetly blend, and then, with deep devotion 
invoke the blessing of Abraham’s God? The Bible also enjoins that 
the love of husband and wife be mutual and sincere, and that all the 
duties growing out of this endeared relation be faithfully performed. 
Accordingly, this injunction has restored to the wife that place in the 
family constitution which her Creator originally designed her to fill ;— 
to be the companion and not the slave of man. While in nations 
which lie beyond the pale of Christianity, she is robbed of her rights, 
and reduced to a state of abjectness and servitude. It also teaches 
parental duties, which, if faithfully performed, secure to the children 
that early moral and religious training so necessary to stamp them with 
the seal of Heaven, and prepare them for the responsibilities of this 
life, and for the higher employments of the life which is to come. 
Thus the Gospel of Christ would plant the domestic field with every- 
thing that is morally beautiful. It would secure to the family constitu- 
tion its highest possible excellence, and influence, together with the 
blessings of a covenant God, through successive generations. We 
may trace the history of many a family in which the Gospel has radi- 
ated its light, and “ show it to be like a pure and vigorous stream, urg- 
ing its course through a turbid lake, with the waters of which it refuses 
to blend, and maintaining its own characteristic amidst surrounding 
impurity.”? \ 

3. The truth is glorified by its effects on individual character. It 
finds man in a state of condemnation, cast out from the favor of God, 
weltering in his morbid pollutions, and exposed to eternal death. Her 
voice is to all without distinction ; to men of every color, climate, and 
condition ; to the sunburnt African, the stupid Hindoo, the fur-clad 
Esquimaux, and to the more polished European; to the sick and the 
despairing ; to the convict and to the slave; to the rich and to the 
poor. She impairs no faculty, prohibits no rational enjoyment, inflicts 

-no suffering ; but, finding man in his depravity and wickedness, she 
offers him, upon easy terms, salvation, peace, and eternal blessedness. 
Nor does she offer this in vain. The experiment has been in progress 
for ages, is now passing before our eyes, and when fairly tried, has 
never, in a single instance, failed to redeem her pledges. 

The reason 1s, because the truths of Christianity are in every respect 
adapted to the nature and character of man ruined by sin. Unlike 
any other system of religion, she reveals to him his immortality,—the 
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value of his soul; stamps new interest on all his acts and relations ; 
points him to a more exalted state of being, and binds him to 
eternity. "Nor does she leave him here. She warns him of immortality, 
but does not assure him that he will, as a matter of course, be blessed 
in that immortality. He is made to know that he has offended against 
the laws of Heaven, has violated infinite obligations, and deserves to 
be*punished eternally ; but that infinite Wisdom has, re 
found a ransom. “God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Here he learns how the legal difficulty in 
the way of his salvation is removed, and pardon to the guilty is offered. 
His faith takes hold of divine, precious, peace-giving blood. His fears 
of wrath to come are dispelled. He can look with composure at 
eternity, and contemplate his immortality with joy. 

But he feels another difficulty still; it is one deeply seated in the 
heart. His affections are misplaced ; his will is perverse; his passions 
are disordered. Philosophy and learning had proffered their aid to cure 
these evils, but to no effect. He had watched, and prayed, and fasted, 
and vowed, and travelled through the whole course of devout austeri- 
ties, and still the plague of his heart continued to rage and burn. And 
why not? “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots ?”” Then may impurity purify itself. Here, again, the Gospel 
speaks toghim in renovating, sanctifying tones. -“ I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and you shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you; a new heart also will 1 give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
flesh ; and I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them.” Here all his inward difficulties are removed. What was 
impossible with man was possible with God. What a change! 
The burden upon his soul is gone. He stands redeemed complete in 
Christ, and looks forward in hope to a blessed immortality. He is 
now a child on earth devoted to the skies. Whereas he was once 
blind, he now sees ; once deaf, he now hears; once a slave, he is now 
free ; once grovelling in the dust, he is now destined to be exalted a 
a king anda priest unto God for ever. How transforming, how 
triumphant the effect of truth on individual character ! 

4, The truth is glorified by its effects on individual happiness. 
There exists a strong innate desire for happiness in every soul. The 
soul loves its own existence, and is ever in search of some real or sup- 
posed good to render that existence happy. And you might as well 
deprive it of its being, as its blessedness. It is true, that in the present 
degeneracy and derangement of human nature, this strong and unceas- 
ing desire for happiness is greatly perverted and sxlipinedd Man 


seeks his enjoyments in sinful and created objects, forgetful of the 
uncreated fountain of all true bliss. But still he presses forward in his 
pursuit ; still this innate impetus is predominant, and though he mis- 
takes the means, he still retains his steady aim at the end. He resorts 
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. to every expedient, makes every effort, until he feels that every offer 
the world makes is only a fraud committed upon his credulity in her 
competency to satisfy ; that she has only mocked his desires with 
vanities. Still he pines for some substantial good. The Gospel shows 
him his sad mistake: that he has “ forsaken the fountain of livi 
waters and hewn to him broken cisterns that can hold no water ;” and 
then reveals to him the wells of salvation, from which he may draw 
and be satisfied ; where he may slake his immortal thirst with streams 
ever sweet, refreshing, ard inexhaustible. It reveals to him also that 
living bread which came down from Heaven, and bids him eat, and 
live for ever. It is enough. His wants are all supplied. His heart 
has found a resting-place upon substantial, uncreated good. He 
exclaims, “ Return to thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee!” Truth has again triumphed. ; 

5. The truth of God shines resplendent amid scenes of dissolution. 
All have sinned, and hence all must die. In spite of our philosophy, 
death must be viewed as the prince of earthly evils. It is no trifling 
matter to bid farewell to these bodies which have attended us on our 
pilgrimage ; which we have fostered and adorned with such unremit- 
ting care, and consign them to darkness, corruption, and worms. 
Nature shudders at the prospect of separation, and shrinks from the 

rasp of the king of terrors. The soul, too, trembles as she looks 
Sees into the dark profound of futurity, and contemplates her 
immortality. She is filled with wild conjectures and evil forebodings, 
until the Gospel inspires her with a good hope through grace. Then 
the divine promises cast the rainbow of peace athwart the cloud. The 
thunders of Sinai cease to alarm ; the lightnings that played upon its 
top cease to terrify; life and immortality, ever fresh and blooming, 
eheer her prospects. ‘The Gospel reveals to her that even this corrup- 
tion shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put on immor- 
tality ; that death shall be swallowed up in victory, and she is at rest 
amid the pains of dissolution. And having reached the heavenly 
shore, she can look back from her redeemed, exalted state; and from 
amidst the triumphs which faith has wrought, exclaim, O grave, where 
is thy victory! O death, where is thy sting ! 

Again, 6. The soul sanctified through the truth, redeemed out of 
all the ruins of the apostacy, out of all the darkness of sin, stands upon 
the hills of heavenly light, adorned with the seamless robes of a 
Redeemer’s righteousness, and with palms of victory in her hand, joins 
in the doxology of ceaseless honors to his name. “ Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and glory, and blessing!” In this matured work of redemp- 
tion, the word of God stands resplendent with glory, and all human 
devices to meet the wants of the soul sink into contempt.. Your 
attention is now invited to my 


II. Proposition, namely, that the effects of the truth will ever be 
commensurate with its opportunity to produce them. 
The transforming, glorious effects of truth upon the character and 
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‘conduct of men, are rendered certain, not only by their adaptedness to 
his moral nature, but by the infallible promise of God, that his word 
shall not return unto him void. And these effects are not only certain, 
but proportionate to the opportunity which the truth has to exert its legi- 
timate influence. Christianity has always struggled against powerful 
obstacles. The civil arm was arrayed against its Author, and wielded 
with terrible effect upon his rising Church. Through ten long perse- 
cutions, inflicted by imperial power and titled wrath, she sighed, and 
groaned, and bled, and still she flourished. Like the bush of Horeb, 
she stood amidst the flames, unconsumed. And when, at length, she 
ascended the throne of the Czsars, and seemed to triumph, it was only 
for a short period. Other trials awaited her. She had become 
popular, and multitudes rushed to her embrace, who proved to be 
enemies in disguise. With the purity of her spirit, principles, and 
institutions, they had no fellowship at heart. They could endure the 
alliance only by secularizing her institutions, corrupting her principles, 
and vitiating her spirit. Bue the flood of worldliness, error, and 
superstition which deluged her, until her light was extinguished, and 
her glory obscured. And when, under the efforts of the reformers of 
the sixteenth century, she revived and threw off the lumber of ages, 
and appeared once more in her primitive character, and began to 
breathe the air of freedom, and gird herself for the race, she must 
grapple again with hostile influences, and sometimes with most bitter 
and bloody persecution. The inquisitorial fires were lighted, heresies 
arose, and secret foes, under the cold formalities of religion, paralyzed 
her energies. Thus she had to contend with enemies within and with- 
out, secret and open. There were times when her course seemed to be 
free and unobstructed, and then she would multiply her victories, and 
cover herself with glory. And this she would always do were there 
no physical obstacles to impede her march. Wherein, then, consists 
the truth’s opportunity ? 

1. It must be preached. You need not be told, my brethren, that it 
is God’s settled arrangement to convert the world by the foolishness of 
preaching. There are two obvious reasons why he has committed the 
heavenly treasure to earthen vessels. One is, that “ the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us ;” and the other is, because 
man is evidently the most proper agency to be employed in the salva- 
tion of man. The point is settled, that the Divine plan involves a 
human agency consecrated specifically to the work of preaching the 
Gospel. In his government over the Church, he has himself adhered 
strictly to this plan. The living ministry is his own institution, and he 
has been pleased to honor it by making it the chief instrumentality in 
the salvation of our race. The truth, as it proceeds from the lips of the 
preacher, is attended with an corey and power to awaken the mind, 
impress the heart, and move the affections, which it does not possess 
when presented by other means. Truth, printed and read, does good, 
and, in some instances, great good, and almost the only good ; but 
truth preached by lips touched by a live coal from God’s altar, is what 
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he is pleased to honor most in achieving his victories over sin. Say 
the missionaries at the Sandwich Islands: “ We rejoice in the disposi- 
tion which exists in our country to supply the heathen with the word 
of God. We should regret deeply to check it. We cannot, however, - 
_ refrain from saying that our hope of the speedy conversion of the 
world to Christ would be greatly increased could we hear of the almost 
clamorous importunity of the churches, not only to print the Bible, but 
to furnish men to teach it to all nations. The Scriptures sometimes 
convert men who have no preacher, and tracts have brought salvation 
to families who have never seen the Bible ; but, ordinarily, it is not so ; 
ordinarily, faith cometh by hearing, and a by the word of God 
as spoken by the living preacher. To scatter Bibles and tracts where 
there is no living ministry, is, in the figure of Robert Hall, “ throwing 
sickles into a field of grain, with no men to wield them.” A few straws 
may be cut down by a random throw, but the harvest will never be 
gathered, and the sheaves brought home with joy, unless the sickles 
are wielded by the living hand. The Gospel of the kingdom must be 
preached. “ Go ye into the world and preach the Gospel.” In this 
command of the Great Head of the Church, we have a plain intimation 
what is his will ; what agency he would peculiarly honor in the con- 
version of the world. 

2. The Gospel must be preached with clearness, simplicity, and 
power. Great plainness of speech becomes the ambassador for God. 
He is bound not only to present to the rebel against the government of 
Heaven the terms of reconciliation, but to do it in a manner that is in- 
telligible. To preach the truth in obscure and unintelligible terms, is 
much the same as not to preach it at all. So did Paul understand it. 
“In the church,” he says, “I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that with my voice I might teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in an unknown tongue.” Language may be used that 
will be as ambiguous and unintelligible as the mutterings of the Delphic 
oracle, but it always implicates either the head or the heart of the 
preacher. Incapacity to clothe his message in acceptable and appro- 
priate words that will convey a clear and definite idea, or solemn tri- 
fling with the truths committed to him for dispensation, are either of 
them disqualifications for his office. If he first obtains a clear concep- 
tion of the truth he is to communicate, and loves that truth, and feels 
that solemn import of his message, he will be likely to be plain and 
perspicuous in its delivery. “I believe, therefore do I speak,” said the 
Apostle, and hence his precision and power. “ Earnestness, perspicuity, 
directness, simplicity, and force are the natural products of an inward 
conviction.” We must be self-convicted of what we would convict 
others. If we would uncover the pit and describe its horrors, we 
need first to feel something of its pains in a wounded spirit. If we 
would paint the joys of pardoned sin, we need first to experience the 
blessedness of ad rt Would we describe to others the glories that 
bud on the cross of Christ, we need first to sit down at its foot, and let 
its blood fall on us, and diffuse its healing powers through the soul. 
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Would we direct the eye of the sinnet upward, and attempt to delineate 
the ineffable glories of the heavenly world ? we must first experience 
the exultation of that faith which is “ the substance of things hoped” 
for, and the gushings of that love which is the foretaste of eternal joys. 
We may utter the language of the Holy Ghost, but if we do not utter 
it as the language of our own souls, embued with its spirit, and warmed 
by its fire, it will be like the indistinct pratings of a parrot. When we 
stand up “to justify the ways of God to man,” we should have an 
object to gain, and that a definite, all-important one, the salvation of 
the soul, and then shall we press towards it in language which 1s 
clothed with invincible power. Paul was eloquent and powerful when 
he stood before King Agrippa and made his noble defence of the Chris- 
tian faith. And why ? because he spoke what he knew, and testified 
what he had seen. His was the language of experience, of the sow, 
and it opened an avenue to the royal heart, and drew out the response, 
“ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” He stood before 
Felix also, and “ reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment 
tocome.”’ The governor trembled. Why ? because the Apostle’s lan- 
guage possessed the clearness, directness, and power of experience, 
and entered his very soul. The first preachers of the Gospel were pre- 
eminently men of God; their souls were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost; they had tasted of the powers of the world to come; and 
were inflamed by the motives and affections of a sanctifying religion. 
They were great in prayer, and held in their hands the key which 
unlocked the treasures of divine grace. Hence, under the first distine- 
tive Gospel sermon preached, three thousand were converted. They 
hurled among the people the shafts of truth with boldness and preci- 
sion; and winged with the prayer of faith, they took terrible effect in 
the hearts of the murderers of the Son of God. The secret of their 
success is found in the concise biography of Barnabas, “He was a good 
man, full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith, and much people was added 
unto the Lord.” Who in modern times have preached the Gospel with 
distinguished success? Your minds will recur for an answer to such 
men as Howe, and Flavel, and Baxter, and Doddridge, and Whitfield, 
and Edwards, and Brainerd, and Payson, names of blessed memory. 

They preached it in deep self-conviction of its truth ; in certain modes 
of feeling and-action which harmonized with the mind of the Spirit, 
and which were the result of walking with God. They often went 
into the audience-chamber of the Great King, bearing the names of 
their people on their breast-plate. It is said that Dr. Livingston of 
Scotland spent the whole night in prayer previous to his preaching 
that celebrated sermon which resulted in the conversion of five hun- 
dred individuals. Thus spiritually taught, he was prepared to teach 
others the great truths which fired his own mind. Would we, my 
brethren, preach the Gospel with like power and effect, we must study 
our sermons upon our knees, and consecrate them with fervent prayer 
to the glory of God. 

Again, 3. The Gospel must be preached abundantly. Its most 
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triumphant results are witnessed where its claims are most frequently 
and extensively urged upon the attention of mankind. The king of 
day, as he first ascends above the horizon, sheds his rays obliquely and 
scantily upon the earth, and the darkness of night is not ctmngletal 
dissipated till he towers towards the meridian and pours a full tide of 
light over the face of creation. In like manner, where our beloved 
missionaries have begun to preach the glorious Gospel, the sun of right- 
eousness lets fall a few rays, and the effects are comparatively happy. 
But the light is intercepted by obstacles, and the reign of pagan dark- 
ness continues. Now let the light have free course ; let it pour in one 
unbroken tide upon those lands, and who can conceive of the glory 
that would follow! We know that the spot in which has been con- 
centrated the greatest amount of Gospel light, has been the most 
blessed. The a mind has emerged from its darkness, and put 
forth powers and energies before unknown, a sanctified literature and 
science have succeeded to the wild and uncertain vagaries of supersti- 
tion, and of a darkened understanding ; the arts of civilisation are 
inducing habits of industry, and are beginning to multiply their com- 
forts and conveniences; and multitudes, who were but yesterda 
pagans, pont, besotted, and cruel, are now rejoicing in the light of 
truth, and in the hope of the glory of God. Nor is there a nook of , 
earth too remote, or too dark, or too diseased by sin, to be reached by 
the light, and healed by the beams of the sun of righteousness. Only 
multiply those beams, and concentrate that light upon any spot how- 
ever dark, and dreary, and cold, and the plants of holiness will spring 
up and flourish, and paradise will be restored with its charms, and its 
tree of life. 

We have seen in our own congregations, when the plain pungent 
truths of the Gospel are pressed upon the conscience, during a succes- 
sion of days, the hardest heart melted into deep contrition. Place the 
most unfeeling and obdurate sinner in the focus of divine rays, and 
hold him there long enough, and unless he be reprobate, he will melt 
and mould into the moral image of Christ. We have seen results like 
these during the last few months, until our hearts have rejoiced in the 
fact that nothing is impossible with God; that “his word is like a fire 
and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces.” 

But if we would see the Gospel exert its most subduing, sweeping 
influence upon the world, its principles must be practically applied to 
all the conduct of men, and to all the various relations of life. It must 
be preached not only abundantly, and applied to correct false princi- 
ples, and misdeeds less flagrant and mischievous, but be made to grasp 
those combined, giant, heaven-daring iniquities which are filling the 
earth with suffering, oppression, and blood. The world will never be 
— of its enormous, wholesale crimes, so long as the Church and 

er ministry view them with indifference. Never, no, never will this 
world be reclaimed, while a Gospel is preached that condemns the 
lesser evils only in the detail, and spares intemperance, slavery, and 
war, these giant systems of iniquity which originate some and foster 
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all subordinate crimes. The true Gospel refuses to tolerate sin in any 
of its forms, or under any supposable circumstances. And if we 
would behold Christianity making more rapid progress towards the 
accomplishment of her noble purposes to convert the world, we must 
appreciate her aggressive character, and her power to demolish sin in 
its strongholds, and in all its combined operations. The pulpit must 
thunder its anathemas “ against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men,” whether connived at by the Church, or fortified by law, or 
sanctioned by custom, or enrobed with purple and made to sit in high 
places. It must wage a fearless war with moral evil wherever, and 
under whatever form or relation it may be found; and spare nothing 
which emanates from the pit, and exalts itself against God. I hasten 
to remark, 

4. If the Church would behold the triumphant march of truth, it 
must be attended by the special operations of the Holy Spirit. It must 
never be overlooked, that the truth is only the instrument by which the 
Spirit renews and sanctifies the heart of the sinner. “If I were as 
eloquent as the Holy Spirit,” said one, “I could regenerate sinners 
as well as he.” Meaning evidently this: “ Could | lay the truth 
clearly before the mind, IJ need do nothing more, the Holy Spirit needs 


, do nothing more, the truth Would do the rest.” This is giving to truth 


divine attributes and honor, and robbing God of the glory due to him. 
And this is one important reason why the preaching of the word is 
attended with so little comparative success. The means have been 
magnified to the disparagement of the Divine Agent. Hence he with- 
holds his blessing, disappoints their misplaced confidence, and rebukes 
their presumption. He shows them that he will not give his glory to 
the instruments by which he works. The truth itself may shed light 
on the understanding and convict of sin, but, under its mightiest efforts, 
the heart remains unreconciled and unchanged. Regeneration is, there- 
fore, not produced by the power of truth, or by the force of motives, 
as erroneously affirmed by Pelagius, but is the product of the Holy 
Spirit operating through the truth, and in perfect consistency with the 
nature of moral action, and the laws of moral agency. The Spirit 
makes use of the truth in his gracious work, and hence says the Apostle, 
“The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth,” and that we are “ begotten with the word of truth.” 
And because human agency is employed to present that truth, the same 
apostle says to the Corinthians, “ For in Christ Jesus J have begotten 
you through the Gospel.” 

We can at once perceive the importance of truth in the hands of 
the Spirit. In the light of it men perceive their obligations to obey 
God; their guilt and ruin and only remedy, and how to apply it. 
Still the Bible abounds with passages which bring into view the official 
work of the Spirit as direct, and supernatural, and peculiarly his own, 
It speaks of an influence exerted wpon the heart, independent, as to 
efficiency, of the truth. Hence we read in the Acts of the Apostles, 
“ That the Lord opened the heart of Lydia, that she attended unto the 
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things which were spoken of Paul.” Again we read, “ Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” “ Which were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” And we-are not onl 
required, but it is the spontaneous feeling of the renewed heart to render 
to God all the praise of our salvation. 

Our experience, my brethren, has also taught us that all that we can 
do is to prophesy over the dry bones ; to impart to them life, is the pe- 
culiar work of the Spirit. It is ours to plant and water, and God’s to 
give the increase. The truth we preach will only strike the tables of 
the heart and rebound as from a wall of adamant, unless God opens it 
and gives the word admission. This done, and how readily does it 
enter, and melt its frost, and burn up its errors, and sweep away its 
objections! We have seen the mighty operations ef this Divine Agent 
during the past season. How He travelled in his strength through our 
congregations, transforming the rock to flesh, the tiger to the lamb; 
and when we pressed the sinner with his obligations and demerits, and 
urged him to a Saviour’s arms, how readily did he yield, and how soon 
did he feel a Saviour’s embrace of love ! 

Our missionary brethren have also beheld with joy unspeakable, his _ 
stupendous operations in heathen lands. Moral changes have passed 
under their eye which cannot be ascribed to any human agency. An 
influence, supernatural and divine, has moved upon the face of this 
great deep of human depravity. What but this has wrought those 
wonderful moral changes in the islands of the Pacific, in Ceylon, in 
Africa, among the Armenians of Constantinople, and the red men upon 
our borders? The Spirit gives to the word invincible power over pre- 
judices the most inveterate, over ignorance, and errors, and superstitions 
the most deeply rooted. 

Our subject —— to view the responsibility of the Church. 1. To 
remove the physical obstacles which lie in the way to the progress of 
the truth. We have seen that the Gospel must be preached ; that it 
must be preached with clearness, simplicity, and power ; and that it 
must be preached abundantly, if we would see it glorified by a harvest 
of rich fruits. The inference is, therefore, clear as light, that the 
Church is under pressing, crushing obligations to supply the world at 
once with an evangelical, thoroughly educated, devoted ministry, who 
shall run to and fro in the earth, and pour a blaze of truth on mankind. 
Sure am I that this is what is now wanting to send the light of life 
throughout those wide and barren regions of the West and South over 
which now blow the pestilential blasts of sin and infidelity ; to send 
moral health through every artery and vein of the body politic ; and 
make the songs of redemption echo from every hill and through every 
vale, and along by every shore of this revolted world. Said Nelson to 
his men, when on the eve of battle, “ England expects that every man 
will do his duty.” The Great Head of the Church expects that every 
man will dohis duty. If we mistake not the indications of prophecy 
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and providence, we are on the eve of a brighter day than has ever radi- 
ated our world. . The elements of revolutions are rapidly combining, 
and changes vast and momentous are maturing, that will hasten the 
redicted period of the universal and final triumph of the Redeemer’s 
Riche: And we have arrived at that juncture when the worst that 
can be done is to be indifferent and inactive. Points of duty are settled, 
the work is commenced, facilities are multiplying, and the Church have 
only to remove all physical obstacles, and give to truth free course, and 
the issue cannot be doubtful. “From infidelity, or false religion, the 
cause has nothing to fear. From the magnitude of the work, or its 
inherent difficulties—nothing. From persecution or opposing powers— 
nothing.” Let the church combine her energies to give to the world 
such a ministry as heaven will approve, who will fear nothing but sin, 
and serve nothing but Christ and his cause. Let the Church contem- 
plate her commission : “ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gos- 
1 to every creature ;” ler her pray over it, and ponder it in her heart, 
until she drinks in its spirit, and understands the length and breadth, 
height and depth of the responsibilities it imposes. Let her supply 
all necessary collateral instrumentalities—let the press scatter its heal- 
ing leaves—let science and civilisation contribute their aid, but let them 
revolve around the peculiar institution of Heaven,—the ministry of re- 
conciliation,—the preaching of the everlasing Gospel, which is the pow- 
er of God unto salvation. In short, Jet the Church lay herself upon the 
altar of sacrifice, and let the fire from heaven descend, kindle and con- 
sume the offering, and her triumphs are certain and complete. 
Finally,—Our subject urges upon us the responsibility of removing 
as far as possible every moral obstruction to the progress of the truth. 
So far as obstacles may lie in the want of greater spirituality, faith, 
zeal, consecration and prayer, we are most solemnly bound by our 
vows, by our knowledge of duty, by the worth of souls, by the precious- 
ness of Christ’s blood, to remove them at once. Especially are we 
bound to besiege the throne of grace with the importunity of Jacob, 
that the Holy Spirit may attend the preaching of the word, and give it 
invincible powers over the hearts and lives of mankind. Brethren, 
pray for us, said the Apostle, that the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified. He believed in the efficacy of prayer; he 
knew it by experience ; he had felt its sanctifying influence upon his 
own soul ; and had witnessed gracious answers from the divine throne. 
In this power with God lay the secret of his splendid career. And 
here, my brethren, is our hope of success. What wonders will not a 
cavenant God achieve when we draw upon his benevolent heart in 
prayer! What obstructions to the progress of truth will he not re- 
move! What mind so darkened that he will not enlighten! What 
heart so hard that he cannot melt! What love of this world so ardent 
that he cannot cool! What unbelief so inveterate that he cannot dis- 
lodge! What grasp of covetousness that he cannot unclinch! Breth- 
ren beloved in the ministry, let not the word be hindered, the cause of 
Christian benevolence droop, the Church languish, and souls go away to 
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weep and wail.for eyer in the prison of despair, because we give not, 
ourselves unto prayer, believing, prevailing prayer. Neglect this duty, © 
and our thoughts are sensualized, our discourses breathe no life-giving 7 
spirit; our lives are assailable, and all our ministrations are sadly mis- 7 
directed, if not perverted. “For Zion’s sake, then, hold not your | 
peace, for Jerusalem’s sake rest not, until the righteousness thereof go | 
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.”. { 
It is, I trust; with no ordinary feelings.of gratitude to God that we’ ” 
are again permitted to assemble from our field of labor, to this seat of 7 
sacred science, made deeply interesting to us by a thousand delightful, 7 
associations. Here we prayed and wept as we looked out upon the 
dying world. Heré we buckled on the armor and prepared to go forth © 
to the great battle with sin and error. With what courage, and faith- 
fulness, and success we have engaged in the conflict, our Great Captain 
will reveal tous when the war is ended. We have shared in the 
responsibilities, labors, trials, honors, and happiness of preaching the ~ 
everlasting Gospel to our fallen race. And we have now come to ” 
inquire, “ watchmen, what of the night?” to exchange also our cons | 
atulations, blend our sympathies, and kindle anew at this altar our.” 
raternal love, Nor will we forget, amid the pleasures of this occasion, 
to speak of those whom we loved,—with whom we have taken sweet. 
counsel,—but who have finished their work on earth, and gone before 
us to receive their reward in heaven. Nor can we forget to drop a tear.” 
on that newly made grave which has just received the remains of our 
honored and beloved ather.* If prayer offered to God without ceasing 7 
could have held him back from the grave ; if professional skill could 4 
have warded off the fatal blow; if great intellectual and moral worth * 
could have prevailed with the king of terrors ; or if agonized conjugal’ 4 
and filial affection could have shielded him in her embrace, our vene-_ 
rated friend and teacher had not died ; a throb of indescribable anguish — 
would not have smote the heart of that institution, and hung its conse+ * 
crated walls with curtains of black; nor would the Church of God be — 
now pouring out floods of grief, because a great and good man has 
fallen in Israel. But who, since the dying agonies are over, would call. | 
back the sainted spirit from his crown and harp? Much as we loved © 
him, and wide as is the breach made by his departure, we would rejoice 
in his victory and triumph; and while we are looking into the heavens 
whither he has gone, and cry, my father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof, may a double portion of his spirit, 
and his mantle fall upon us all. 


* Dr. Richards died about a week previous to the anniversary. 








